
MAPPING THE INTERSECTION OF 
HELICOPTER ROUTES AND 
PUBLIC LANDS IN  
NORTHEAST SCOTLAND

DR. NATHAN WOLEK 
PROFESSOR OF DIGITAL ARTS 

LYDIA PFUND ENDOWED PROFESSOR 
STETSON UNIVERSITY



INTRODUCTION 
METHODS 

SEATON PARK 
ABERDEEN AIRPORT 

YTHAN ESTUARY 
CONCLUSION

WOLEK - MAPPING HELICOPTER ROUTES



INTRODUCTION
WOLEK - MAPPING HELICOPTER ROUTES



SCOTLAND MAP



ABERDEENSHIRE MAP



METHODS
WOLEK - MAPPING HELICOPTER ROUTES



COLLECT



COLLECT



OR
GA

NIZ
E 



OR
GA

NIZ
E 

APPSHEET.COM

http://APPSHEET.com


OR
GA

NIZ
E 

APPSHEET.COM

http://APPSHEET.com


SEATON PARK
WOLEK - MAPPING HELICOPTER ROUTES



SE
AT

ON
 PA

RK
 M

AP
 



LOOKING SOUTH



LOOKING NORTH



ABERDEEN AIRPORT
WOLEK - MAPPING HELICOPTER ROUTES



AB
ER

DE
EN

 VF
R M

AP
 







Fixed Wing ✈ 
Take-offs + Landings

2020 2021 % change

January 3,642 846 -76.8

February 3,388 744 -78.0

March 2,481 1,067 -57.0

April 600 1,001 66.8

May 589 1,347 128.7

June 872 1,634 87.4

1,929 1,107 82
Source: caa.co.uk 

https://www.caa.co.uk/data-and-analysis/uk-aviation-market/airports/uk-airport-data/uk-airport-data-2021/april-2021/


Rotary Wing 🚁 
Take-offs + Landings 2020 2021 % change

January 2,444 2,124 -13.1

February 2,193 1,946 -11.3

March 2,697 2,351 -12.8

April 2,479 2,350 -5.2

May 2,176 2,402 10.4

June 2,212 2,457 11.1
Source: caa.co.uk 

https://www.caa.co.uk/data-and-analysis/uk-aviation-market/airports/uk-airport-data/uk-airport-data-2021/april-2021/
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Dune Trail

This path leads past the estuary, through Forvie’s 
dramatic dune landscape and out onto the wide open 
beach. On the way back you’ll pass near the ruins of 
Forvie Kirk and the site of the village, engulfed by sand 
in a nine-day long storm. For an easier option you can 
follow the path alongside the estuary “there and back” 
to a viewing area. 

3.5 miles / 
5.7 km 
Allow 
2½ hrs

A rough, mostly grass and 
bare sand route, which is 
muddy and narrow in a few 
places. One burn crossing. 
Many slopes ranging from 
long and gentle to short and 
steep. One seat at 200m and 
another at 800m.

Heath Trail

This circular trail meanders through quiet heathland 
with the ground carpetted in heather, crowberry and 
lichens. The best time for wild flowers is May and June. 
If you get tired, a shortcut gives a shorter route of 1.4 
miles (2.2 km).

2.1 miles / 
3.4 km 
Allow 
1½ hrs

A varied path with gravel 
surface, uneven sand and 
grassy sections and with 
some wet, muddy patches. 
Narrow sections and 
several short slopes.

Sand Loch Trail

This path leads from the Forvie Centre to the Sand Loch 
and back. Look out for tufted ducks and gulls on the 
water and enjoy the views from the seats.

1 mile / 
1.7 km 
Allow 
¾ hr

Gravel path with some loose 
stone. One narrow gate 
(95cm width). One short 
moderate length slope and 
several gentle slopes. 
Occasional seats.

Cliff Trail via Hackley Bay

Hackley Bay is a stunning hidden bay and makes a 
great extension to either the Dune or the Heath Trail.

1 mile / 
1.7 km 
Allow 
¾ hr

A varied path with narrow, 
uneven and muddy sec-
tions. Short boardwalks with 
handrails over the wettest 
sections. A few short steep 
slopes including uneven 
steps (pitching) down to 
the beach.

Way to go

Seal watching

Sand Loch Trail

www.nnr.scot
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Fixed Wing ✈ 
Passengers 

2020 2021 % change

January 167,097 22,669 -86.4

February 164,935 19,872 -88.0

March 85,027 26,543 -68.8

April 11,063 29,896 170.2

May 12,109 43,767 261.4

June 18,067 60,136 232.8
Source: caa.co.uk 

https://www.caa.co.uk/data-and-analysis/uk-aviation-market/airports/uk-airport-data/uk-airport-data-2021/april-2021/


Rotary Wing 🚁 
Passengers

2020 2021 % change

January 31,151 23,147 -25.7

February 28,067 21,666 -22.8

March 29,899 27,288 -8.7

April 21,901 27,492 25.5

May 21,221 28,041 32.1

June 24,458 28,466 16.4
Source: caa.co.uk 

https://www.caa.co.uk/data-and-analysis/uk-aviation-market/airports/uk-airport-data/uk-airport-data-2021/april-2021/

